
APRIL 2020 

Issue No: 15 

 

 

 

CORONAVIRUS 

The pandemic has, so far, taken the lives of at least 12,000 UK 

citizens and affected the health of many thousands more. In 

addition, the nation remains in lockdown, businesses have 

failed and are continuing to fail and millions face the prospect of 

unemployment. On the musical front, countless numbers of 

professional musicians now find themselves out of work. 

Concerts which had taken months if not years to plan and 

rehearse for, have been cancelled. Projects have had to be 

deferred. 

All English composer societies face an uncertain future. It 

seems abundantly clear that funding for whatever project they 

have in mind, is bound to be seriously affected. With everyone 

looking very carefully at their finances, societies are going to 

find it extremely difficult to raise funds for live performances and 

recordings. 

The trustees of the Holst Society have agreed that we need to 

proceed very cautiously in future months with regard to 

spending projects. We are certainly not expecting any further 

applications for grants in respect of live performances for quite 

some time. Equally, recordings are being delayed, but funding 

will still be sought. However, I am pleased to report that we are 

not proposing to axe any recording projects, to which we are 

already committed. Nevertheless, we will almost certainly not be 

taking on any new projects, just at this stage. 

The lockdown will, though, enable the Society to devote its 

attentions to two matters. Firstly, the website of the Society 

does need to be updated. In particular, we need to enable 

anyone visiting the website to hear examples of Holst’s music. I 

think that we should give the public a choice of hearing say four 

works by Holst. Perhaps the first and most obvious choice is an 

excerpt from The Planets, such as part of Jupiter. With regard 

to the other three works, I am open to suggestions. Members 

may like to submit their suggestions to me at 

chairman@holstsociety.org. Perhaps I could put forward three 

suggestions. Firstly, it would be good to have an extract from 

one of Holst’s choral works. My particular favourite would be the 

Choral Hymns from the Rig Veda, Group 3.  

Secondly, Holst composed a number of works for military or 

brass band. The obvious selection would be the Moorside 

Suite.  

In the third category, perhaps we should have a work for 

strings, such as the St Paul’s Suite. Look forward to receiving 

your thoughts. 

Holst in Salonika with other officers 

Fortunately, we have now raised sufficient resources to fund the 

publication of what we are calling the ‘journal’, which will include 

all the unpublished songs for voice and piano. The music has 

been obtained in original manuscript from the British Library. 

Last year, the Society was very fortunate to call upon the 

services of three professional musicians who edited and 

engraved these scores for performance/recording purposes. We 

would now like to put them all together in one volume. 

Hopefully, that will appear before the end of the year. 

MUSIC PUBLISHER 

I am also pleased to report that the Society has now formed an 

association with Good Music, which is owned and run by 

Elizabeth and David Good who started the business in 1974 

retailing printed music and books on music. In 1995, they 

started publishing music and have grown steadily ever since, 

having taken over the business of Roberton Publications in 

2003. Good Music now concentrates on selling its own 

publishing catalogue, which we have received. This is an 

extensive catalogue running to well over 100 pages. The works 

by Holst published by Good Music include Egdon Heath, Four 

Holst Carols (arranged Peter Lawson), I vow to thee my country 

(arranged Lawson), Jupiter from The Planets (arranged Richard 
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Ling), Mars from The Planets (arranged Ling), A Moorside Suite 

for String Orchestra (arranged Lane), The Perfect Fool ballet 

music and The St Paul’s Suite. In addition, Good Music has just 

published Clear and Cool, edited by John Wright. The first 

performance was given on 26
th

 March 1897 at the Athenaeum 

in Goldhawk Road, London, by the Hammersmith Socialist 

Choir under Holst himself. The next performance had to wait 

over 120 years. It was given on 23
rd

 November 2019 by the 

Charlton Kings Choral Society in the Pittville Pump Room in 

Cheltenham, conducted by John Wright. 

The work lasts about eight minutes. The score can be obtained 

from Good Music Publishing Ltd whose address is PO Box 100, 

Tewkesbury GL20 7YQ. Tel: 01684 773883. 

The Society has other ideas with regard to publishing Holst’s 

music through Good Music Publishing. One idea is to publish, in 

one volume, the part-songs which have not previously been 

published. There are some ten part-songs for mixed voices and 

another six for female voices. It would be good to have all 16 

available in one volume. 

BREAKFAST ON 3 

The only work by Holst broadcast in February was A Fugal 

Concerto (8
th
 February). In March, Radio 3 decided to explore 

Holst’s band music. We had movements from the 1
st
 and 2

nd
 

Suites and the Moorside Suite between 19
th
 and 23

rd
 March. 

NOT UNTO US O LORD 

This early anthem by Holst was given its first performance at a 

service which took place on Sunday 9
th
 February at the Royal 

Hospital Chapel in Chelsea. Vice president Alan Gibbs was able 

to attend and his review is set out below. 

NOT UNTO US, O LORD 

On Sunday 9
th

 February I braved the ‘Amber Alert’ 

weather and transport problems to make my way to 

the Royal Hospital at Chelsea.  If you approach by the 

river you pass Cheyne Walk, where RVW and Adeline 

lived for 20-odd years, commemorated by an outdoor 

bust of the composer, and Tite Street, where Warlock 

lived and met his untimely end.   (My Durham 

Professor recalled a party there in 1926, when Warlock 

had conversed with him and expressed his admiration 

for The Hymn of Jesus.)   The MS of Not unto us, O 

Lord, Holst’s early setting of words from Psalm 115, is 

adorned with the composer’s ‘Motto.  Search deep 

enough [;] there is music everywhere’.  This dates it to 

1896-1900, overlapping his study period at the RCM 

(1893-98), and as there is no record of a contemporary 

performance, we were privileged to hear possibly the 

first-ever.   Gustav would have approved of the venue, 

founded for the Pensioners by a grateful Charles II (for 

whom we prayed) in 1682, and in a chapel completed 

by Wren in 1687 with worship begun four years later.   

The austere décor favoured by the architect is lit up by 

the subsequent embellishment of a painting of the 

Resurrection by Sebastiano Ricci in the dome of the 

apse.   In charge of the performance was Director of 

Music William Vann (Dr Charles Burney was a 

distinguished predecessor), assisted by Organ Scholar 

Benjamin Newlove.   The choir, led splendidly by 

female sopranos instead of boy trebles – Holst 

gratefully espoused the feminist cause and would have 

approved- put the music across with confidence so 

that its structure could be clearly appreciated:  

spontaneous tribute to the Lord in the first verse;   trust 

in Him;  quieter reflection on the dead who must 

perforce ‘go down into silence’;  and a final crescendo 

to a ‘new song’ of praise ending, not with ‘Amen’ but 

‘Praise the Lord’.   This text was very appropriate to 

the surroundings, and sensitive contrast to the choral 

sound was afforded by solos from tenor Edward 

Hughes and contralto Clara Kanter.   The young 

student composer clearly relished the depths of ‘Ped: 

16 and 32 ft’ when available: on the present occasion 

an electronic 32-foot was used, but effective enough.   

Other British music to match was heard in the Introit 

(Bairstow’s I sat down under his shadow) and the 

Responses by William Smith.   The outgoing 

voluntaries were by Mozart (a jaunty regimental  tune, 

Figaro’s song Non più andrai preparing Cherubino to 

be a soldier!) and the Toccata from Boëllmann’s Suite 

Gothique.   The Chaplain’s sermon was concise and 

well delivered and the Pensioners helpful and 

welcoming. One of the congregation told me how she 

loved the traditional words (she’s not alone) and Pieter 

from Bulgaria wished me well as he showed me out at 

the gate.   Perfect! 

Alan Gibbs 

(Editor’s note – a recording at Chelsea is planned – see below). 

ENGLISH MUSIC FESTIVAL 

The Festival, which always takes place in Dorchester-on-

Thames in South Oxfordshire, is scheduled for 22
nd

 to 25
th
 May. 

At 5pm in Dorchester Village Hall on Saturday 23
rd

 May, the 

conductor Joseph Fort will give a talk on Holst’s The Cloud 

Messenger, which Joseph has arranged for reduced orchestra. 
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At 7pm that evening in Dorchester Abbey, Joseph’s 

arrangement of The Cloud Messenger will be performed by the 

Strand Ensemble, together with the choir of King’s College 

London, conducted by Joseph. The programme will also include 

Holst’s Five Part-songs (H61 dating from 1902). 

On Sunday 24
th
 May in Dorchester Abbey, there will be a 

concert commencing at 7pm which will include Holst’s Marching 

Song, together with the part-song This have I done for my true 

love. The orchestra is the Holst Orchestra. The Godwine Choir 

will be conducted by Hilary Davan Wetton and the baritone 

soloist is Roddy Williams. 

Finally, in the concert at 7pm on Monday 25
th
 May, again in 

Dorchester Abbey, Holst’s St Paul’s Suite will be performed by 

the Orchestra of the Swan. 

Keep your fingers crossed for the English Music Festival taking 

place this year. I should add that the Holst Society is providing 

substantial sponsorship. 

THREE CHOIRS FESTIVAL 

Again, we do not know whether this year’s Festival will take 

place. However, one hopes that it will. This year the venue is 

Worcester. Compared with last year’s programme which 

featured so many works by Holst, we have, sadly, now gone 

from feast to famine. This year, the programme will include just 

one work by Holst, namely the Two Psalms which open a 

concert at Pershaw Abbey at 2pm on Sunday 26
th

 July. The 

concert is given by the Elgar Chorale. This concert is a birthday 

tribute to the late Donald Hunt. The baritone Roddy Williams will 

be singing. 

THE BBC PROMS 

Scheduled to take place this year from mid-July to mid-

September. However, the programme has yet to be published. 

Again, whether the Proms happens and if so, in what format, 

remains to be seen. 

RED HEAVEN PROJECT 

This is a play about Conrad Noel, the red vicar of Thaxted and 

his eventful life, including his friendship with Holst. The 

background music will be Peter Sykes’ organ transcription of 

The Planets.  

Simon Machin, playwright and oral historian, is behind the 

project and has applied for a grant on behalf of his company, 

Separate Star Productions. The performance was due to take 

place on Saturday 9
th

 May at St Margaret’s Church at Warnham 

in West Sussex. A recording was also due to take place on that 

date. Thanks to coronavirus, the concert has been cancelled. 

However, Simon hopes to proceed with the project in due 

course. 

The Society is assisting financially. 

Further information will be published in due course. 

 

RECORDINGS 

I set out below a summary of where we presently stand with the 

various recordings, to which the Society is committed. 

1. Alpha and Omega 

This is a recording on the EM label, which appeared shortly 

before Christmas 2019. It includes, on one disc, all Holst’s 

Christmas music, comprising some 17 carols. In addition, we 

have recorded for the first time the four early voluntaries. The 

recording concludes with a transcription for four hands at the 

organ of Holst’s orchestral work, Scherzo, dating from the end 

of his life. 
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The recording will be marketed later this year well in time for the 

Christmas 2020 sales. 

The CD can be purchased, later this summer, from EM 

Records, PO Box 123, Clunton, Craven Arms, SY7 7BP. The 

web address is www.em-records.com.  

2. Dream Tryst  

Dream Tryst is another recording on the EM label. This 

recording features part-songs by Holst and George Dyson. If 

any member of the Society is interested in purchasing the CD, 

we have plenty in stock. Please write to me. The cost will be 

£12 including postage and packaging. 

3. Time and Space 

This is a recording on the Albion label and includes songs for 

voice and piano by Holst and Vaughan Williams. The following 

review was recently published. 

Albion Records is a subsidiary of The Ralph Vaughan 

Williams Society. To celebrate the 25th anniversary of 

the founding of the society in 1994, this album marks 

its first collaboration with the Holst Society (founded in 

May 2017) and includes 14 first recordings—10 works 

by Holst and 4 by Vaughan Williams. The two 

composers were close musical colleagues as well as 

dear friends who enjoyed spending time together on 

walking holidays and field trips. The cover photograph 

shows the two of them smiling and relaxing in the 

outdoors. In a letter to his wife, Ursula, VW wrote, 

“About 1904 or early 1905 Gustav & and I were both 

stuck—so I suggested we shd both set the same 

words in competition—suggesting ‘Darest Thou’—the 

prize was awarded by us to me.” They were evidently 

such dear friends that they could be that open, honest, 

and transparent with each other. Roderick Williams 

sings both of their settings of Whitman’s ‘Darest Thou 

Now O Soul’, and leaves it us to decide which we 

prefer. The programme alternates composers and 

singers. Both singers offer exceptionally fine 

performances. Williams begins by singing an early set 

of six songs of Holst with texts from the Rig Veda as 

translated by the composer, Thomas Hardy and 

Robert Bridges. Williams has impeccably lucid 

enunciation and again excels as an exponent of 

English song. VW’s less often heard Along the Field is 

a set of eight delicate settings of Houseman poems for 

voice and violin on the transience of love and life; 

these are lean settings that allow the words pre-

eminence. Mary Bevan sings them with exquisite 

refinement and supreme loveliness of tone. Her voice 

is intoxicatingly beautiful in a work that might wither on 

the vine if it were not sung and played so well. 

You get another chance to hear how each composer 

set the same text in William Blake’s ‘Cradle Song’. 

Bevan sings both settings, another lullaby by VW and 

two more by Holst. Williams sings a group of 5 folk 

songs, 3 by VW alternating with 2 by Holst. Bevan 

sings Holst’s Four Songs for Voice and Violin; they 

have a spare and ethereal quality but are very lyrical 

and she sings them with a warm glow. As in Along the 

Field, the collaboration of voice and violin is perfectly 

balanced. Jack Liebeck’s work in both cases is 

commendable. The same is true of Will Vann’s piano 

work, which continues the high level of excellence he 

has presented in earlier Albion recordings. In a 

concluding note, John Francis of Albion Records and 

Chris Cope of The Holst Society remark: “This album, 

Time and Space, is not just about first recordings, or 

neglected works, or comparisons between Holst and 

Vaughan Williams; our intention has been to present a 

beautiful recital of familiar and less familiar music. We 

hope you find it to be so.” It is so.  

R Moore 

Time and Space can be purchased from Albion Records at 

www.rvwsociety.com/albionrecords.  

4. Choral works of Gustav Holst 

This is a CD which has just been issued. It features 15 part-

songs by Holst, of which nine are world première recordings. 

The recording was made by the Caritas Chamber Choir under 

its conductor Benedict Preece, who edited and engraved some 

five part-songs from original manuscript obtained from the 

British Library. I hope to be publishing a review of the new CD 

in a future newsletter. However, I can say that it is an excellent 

recording and well worth acquiring. The recording can be 

obtained at a cost of £12.50 including postage or £14.50 

outside the UK. Please visit the website of the choir 

www.caritaschamberchoir.com/our-recordings.html for further 

detail. 

5. Sacred music by Holst 

This is a project with the Chapel Choir of the Royal Hospital 

Chelsea under its conductor William Vann. We hope to be 

recording under the SOMM label. The programme will feature 

all of Holst’s sacred music including the following:- 

http://www.em-records.com/
http://www.rvwsociety.com/albionrecords
http://www.caritaschamberchoir.com/our-recordings.html
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 Short Festival Te Deum 

 Christ hath a garden 

 Not unto us (see Alan Gibbs’ review – above) 

 Man born to toil 

 Eternal Father 

 Nunc Dimittis 

 Ave Maria 

 Four Festival Choruses 

o Let all mortal flesh 

o Turn back O man 

o A Festival Chime 

o All people that on earth do dwell 

 Two Psalms 

 Six hymns, including Hillcrest, Brook End, Chilswell, 

Essex, Sheen and Thaxted. 

The only problem with regard to this recording is that a number 

of the above works are scored for chorus and orchestra. 

Engaging an orchestra is likely to be prohibitively expensive. 

What we are planning is an arrangement for organ of these 

orchestral scores. Will and I are working on this project, at 

present. 

We hope to be recording later this year. 

6. Music composed for St Paul’s Girls’ School 

This is a project with St Paul’s Girls’ School. The programme 

will include The Vision of Dame Christian, The Brook Green 

Suite, The St Paul’s Suite, The Seven Choruses from the 

Alcestis of Euripides and The Playground Song. 

I am working in conjunction with Heidi Pegler, deputy director of 

music and head of singing and Leigh O’Hara, director of music 

at St Paul’s Girls’ School. 

The important feature with regard to this recording is that it will 

include all the works that Holst composed for St Paul’s Girls’ 

School, where he was director of music for some 30 years. 

The recording will be on the EM label and will take place 

sometime next year. 

7. Lansdown Castle 

This is an idea which has developed since two performances of 

Lansdown Castle were given last year in Cheltenham. 

This is an operetta in two acts, dating from 1892, when Holst 

was just 18 years of age. The first performance was given the 

following year in Cheltenham. Since then, it has been neglected 

and largely forgotten. 

The score has been adapted by Dr Warwick Cole. It was his 

adaptation that was performed last year and it is this that will be 

recorded in due course, possibly under the SOMM label. This is 

very much a long-term project. 

8. Holst choral music 

This is a project between the Holst Society and the BBC 

National Chorus of Wales under their conductor Adrian 

Partington. It is planned to include the 12 Welsh Songs. 

Numbers 1 to 11 have already been recorded but number 12 

seems to have avoided the recording studio. I thought this 

somewhat odd until I discovered that the music was 

unobtainable. The song, which does exist, is in sol-fa notation. 

That may well explain why no one has ever bothered to record 

it. However, fortunately, Dr Paul Sarcich, a member of the 

Society, has transcribed the song, which is now available for 

performance and recording. Rather than simply record the song 

on its own, Adrian suggested that the BBC National Chorus of 

Wales would be delighted (of course) to record all 12. 

We will also take this opportunity of recording Clear and Cool 

(see above). The remaining works to be included will comprise 

part-songs which have hitherto not been recorded, including the 

Seven Folk Songs (H85) and the Passing of the Essenes 

(H180). 

It is very early days with regard to this recording. Some of the 

music to be recorded has yet to be obtained from the British 

Library. Once obtained, it will need to be edited and engraved. 

The recording will be on the BBC label. 

I suspect that if we are given the green light by the BBC, the 

recording will not take place much before 2022. 

9. Part-songs for female voices 

There are a substantial number of works, largely a cappella, for 

female voices, many of which have never been recorded. The 

Society is keen for these works to be recorded. However, we 

have yet to find a choir which is prepared to take on this project. 

Any suggestions? Another long-term project. 

10. Brass CD set 

This is another long-term project which is planned for 2024, 

celebrating Holst 150. We aim to produce a two-CD boxset of 

all Holst’s works for military and brass band, together with 

arrangements of other works for brass band, which have yet to 

be commissioned. 
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11. Holst songs 

This is a project led by Nathan Williamson, who is a 

professional pianist and composer. He is planning a recording 

of 20
th

 century British contemporary song from 1912 to the 

present day. Nathan will be the pianist and James Gilchrist, the 

tenor soloist. Composers to be included will be Ivor Gurney, 

Rebecca Clarke, Frank Bridge, Doreen Carwithen, Alan Bush, 

Alan Rawsthorne, William Alwyn, Peter Dickinson, Geoffrey 

Poole, John Woolrich, Nathan Williamson and Madeleine Dring. 

Also to be included are songs by Holst including the première 

recordings of the Vigil of Pentecost and the Ballad of Hunting 

Knowe. There will also be five of the 12 Humbert Wolfe Songs, 

including Persephone, A Little Music, The Floral Bandit, The 

Dream-City and Betelgeuse. 

The Society will be making a grant towards this recording. 

In the process of our discussions, I suggested that Nathan and 

James may like to consider a follow-up CD including 

unrecorded songs by Holst. They are enthusiastic. Furthermore, 

I have approached Roddy Williams and enquired whether he 

would like to participate. He would. The plan is that Nathan and 

James will record on one CD songs for high voice. Roddy (with 

a pianist yet to be assigned) will record on a separate CD songs 

for low voice. This is a project for 2021. 

12. Pan’s Anniversary 

This is a project run by John Francis, the vice president of the 

VW Society, who also runs the Albion record label. He is 

planning a CD to include the music for Pan’s Anniversary dating 

from 1905, composed at the time by VW and Holst. 

Although the Society will be contributing towards this recording, 

it has to be known that the works by Holst were previously 

recorded on the Centaur label in 2006 with Philharmonia 

Bulgarica under their conductor John Mitchell. 

That completes a summary of the 12 recordings, in which the 

Holst Society is presently involved. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

Next month is our third birthday. Many successful returns for the 

Holst Society. 

THE FUTURE 

The next newsletter is due to appear in early June. Hopefully, 

by then, the EMF will have taken place and we will all be 

looking forward to Three Choirs and the Proms. In the 

meantime, I wish you all the best of health and good fortune in 

the present crisis. 

 

 


